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(Name of Town/School) Kids Compete and Learn “Reality of Life vs. Reality TV”
Destination ImagiNation, Inc. Global Finals – May 25-28, 2005 in Knoxville, TN


Would you rather your children participate in life or watch someone else’s?  For most parents, and over 20,000 kids worldwide participating in year-long team, technical, structural, historical and theatrical challenges with Destination ImagiNation, the answer is a no-brainer.  

While reality TV seems to dominate young people’s programming and entertainment today,  Destination ImagiNation ® has been honing critical thinking skills for over 22 years and in (name of community or school) the (name team) have made it through two tough rounds of competition and are headed to compete with over 8,000 kids at the Destination ImagiNation Global Finals, scheduled for May 25-28, 2005 in Knoxville, TN.  The teams from our community will compete against children from more than 15 countries and provinces, including teams from China, Turkey,  Brazil, Guatemala, Venezuela, Mexico,  and Russia.


“Our children live in an electronic, rapidly changing world, where personal interaction has become impersonal and ‘drawing inside the lines’ is encouraged,” said Bob Purifico, president of Destination ImagiNation, Inc.  “Destination ImagiNation fosters the vital need for both explorers and developers, and unleashes the limitless possibilities for problem solving when you work together as a team toward solutions.”

Destination ImagiNation®’s Team Challenge program runs annually, and presents students working in teams of up to seven with the opportunity to choose from five mind-bending Team Challenges. While each Team Challenge integrates a variety of chances to learn by doing, Challenges usually feature one prominent task, such as building a load-bearing structure, creating a vehicle, writing a performance piece or exploring history.  



In schools and communities around the world, Destination ImagiNation® is embraced as a fun and meaningful addition to the variety of extracurricular activities available to kids and families, including those who choose homeschool.  Schools also use the Destination ImagiNation® curriculum to integrate creative problem solving into regular classroom activities.


The Team Challenge program runs from September through May of each year, and as kids hone their solutions to the Challenges, they have an opportunity to present their best effort at local and regional tournaments.  Fifteen to thirty teams are selected from each state or international Affiliate, and those teams are eligible to compete at the annual Global Finals event.  


Destination ImagiNation® is a program of Destination ImagiNation Inc., a non profit corporation, which facilitates the program in 47 states and 28 countries worldwide.  The staff and volunteers at Destination ImagiNation, Inc. celebrate more than 22 years’ experience providing creative and enriching programs for children around the world.  For more information, visit www.destinationimagination.org or call 856-881-1603.

Destination ImagiNation®, Global Finals 2005 is open to credentialed media.  It’s a great opportunity to cover a positive story about young people who are creative, talented and motivated to be the best problem solvers they can be.  For information about covering this event, please contact Lisa Lilienthal at 404 255 1577 or lisalilienthal@earthlink.net.

